pharmaceutical industry. Part of the reason why foundations supported reproductive research, Clarke suggests, was because they felt it was the ultimate way to achieve biological control over populations, an aim dear to their hearts at this time. Even more striking was the gradual rapprochement between the reproductive scientists and the once-suspect world of birth control activists, which led to reproductive scientists becoming "integral parts of family planning, population control and infertility research worlds, where they remain today" (p. 28).
This exhaustively researched, thoroughly documented and well-organized study of a crucial but virtually unexplored area of American science should become essential reading for historians of the life sciences. Like any worthwhile work of scholarship, it does not simply tell an interesting story and offer analytical insights but raises interesting research questions for future work. Why, for instance, did American reproductive scientists eschew questions of human sexual orientation and behaviour while continental European biologists did not feel too many qualms about addressing them? Clarke is to be thanked for compelling us to think about such issues and her admirable study will provide a point of departure for those wishing to explore other dimensions of this complex and fascinating subject.
Chandak Sengoopta, Wellcome Institute for the History of Medicine
Milton Lewis, The thorns on the rose: the history of sexually transmitted diseases in Australia in international perspective, Canberra, Australian Government Publishing Service, 1998, pp. xxii, 574, Austral. $69.95 (0-644-36085-2) .
The thorns on the rose is a wide-ranging study which aims to locate the Australian experience of sexually transmitted diseases (STDs) within both an historical and a comparative perspective. Throughout the book, Lewis is concerned to establish the links between European and Australian discourses surrounding STDs, and the early chapters are devoted to contextualizing the development of epidemiology and control policies in nineteenth-century Australia, with particular emphasis on the ideology and outcome of contagious disease legislation and the efforts of Western societies to regulate prostitution. There follows an exhaustive survey, at both the federal and state levels, of the impact of new chemotherapies and diagnostic techniques on treatment regimes and public health policies in the early 1900s, along with an assessment of the role of other factors such as the social purity movement, eugenics, and the exigencies of war.
Lewis's treatment of inter-war developments adheres to a similar format with a review of Australian initiatives juxtaposed to a survey of developments in Western Europe and the USA and international co-operation on issues of social hygiene. Particular attention is paid to the impulses and constraints shaping health education programmes and to the ongoing debate over the relative merits of compulsory and voluntary control strategies. Two further chapters are devoted to the impact of penicillin and the "permissive society" on the treatment and control of classic venereal diseases as well as of the second and third generation of STDs during the period 1945-80. Shifts in the incidence and epidemiology of STDs are related to the vicissitudes in the status and resourcing of venereology as a speciality, to the application of less coercive methods of STD controls such as contact tracing, and to broader societal shifts in sexual mores.
A much-needed and highly illuminating chapter is devoted to the impact of STDs on Aboriginal society in Australia from the nineteenth century to the present day. Lewis addresses wide-ranging issues relating to the incidence and epidemiology of STDs among Aborigines, the repercussions of European contact for levels of native infection and the racial discrimination inherent in the coercive regulations adopted to isolate Aboriginal victims of the disease. More contemporary concerns over the prevalence of HIV/AIDs in the Aboriginal people provides a preamble to a general consideration of the social and governmental responses to the "modern plague" since the early 1980s. The stress here is placed on the shift from "authoritarian contain and control strategies" to an emphasis on "cooperation and inclusion" designed to modify healththreatening patterns of sexual behaviour.
There 
